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1. Contact information 
 
Dr Benjamin King 
Head of MA Program 
benjamin.k@rsu.ac.th 
 
IDIS office 
idis@rsu.ac.th 
 
2. Study plans and courses 
 
Study Plan A 
 
8 core courses 
 
IDS 699 Thesis 
Students who select Study Plan A must write a thesis on a topic within the fields of 
diplomacy and international studies. The research topic must be approved by the 
student’s adviser and an examination committee before research is conducted. 
 
Study Plan B 
 
8 core courses 
 
3 elective courses 
 
IDS 697 Comprehensive Examination 
A written or oral examination of knowledge covered in the program’s core courses. 
Oral examinations will be conducted by an appointed committee. 
 
IDS 698 Independent Study 
Directed reading and research on a topic related to diplomacy and international 
studies under the supervision of an adviser. The research topic must be approved by 
the relevant adviser prior to commencement of the study.  
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Core courses 
 
IDS 603 International Politics and Security 
Theoretical approaches to international relations and international politics; historical 
evolution of international relations; behavior and foreign policies of states; roles of 
international norms and international institutions, namely, global and regional issues 
related to international security, cultural and religious conflicts, the use of force, 
terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, epidemic outbreaks, new 
threats to security, the role of the UN Security Council, and peacekeeping operations 
 
IDS 604 International Law and International Organizations 
International law and key concepts; sources of international law; international law on 
the use of force and terrorism; law of the sea; treaty law; multinational environmental 
law; dispute settlement; origins, current roles and the influence over world politics 
and economics of the United Nations, the World Trade Organization, the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund 
 
IDS 605 International Economics and International Business 
International trade: concept of comparative cost advantage; commercial policy; 
international business: strategies of international business; entry strategy and strategic 
alliance; exporting, importing and countertrade; global HR management; human 
resource in international business 
 
IDS 606 Global Perspectives on Public Diplomacy 
History and dynamics of public diplomacy; strategies and techniques for influencing 
opinion and behaviour of international audience; use of media in the digital era; skills 
communication, especially writing; analysis of key data; practical dimensions of 
public diplomacy; e-diplomacy 
 
IDS 607 Negotiations and Conflict Resolution 
International negotiations, leverage, characteristics of bargaining, elements and 
factors of negotiations, mediation, arbitration, international conflict environment, 
preventive diplomacy, humanitarian intervention, non-official diplomacy, 
reconciliation, transitional justice 
 
IDS 608 Political Economy of Asia 
Economic performance of Asian countries, particularly in East and Southeast Asia; 
conditions that support liberalization and high rate of growth in Asia; the development 
of policies and strategies of major countries in the region; the role of state-led export 
and industrial policy; the Asian financial crisis; regionalism in Asia; the implications 
of China’s emergence as an economic powerhouse; political economy of East Asia 
and India 
 
IDS 609 ASEAN Integration 
History of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, regionalism and the 
establishment of ASEAN community, the institutional system of ASEAN, three 
pillars of ASEAN community, roles of ASEAN community in the global arena, 
analysis of the ASEAN policy process and the impacts of those policies, recent 
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developments of ASEAN, future challenges facing ASEAN member countries and its 
dialogue partners 
 
IDS 661 Research Methodology 
The use of quantitative and qualitative methods, research design, hypotheses and 
research questions development, data collection and analysis, statistical analysis, field 
experiments, surveys, content analysis, in-depth interview and focus group discussion, 
research presentation 
 
Elective courses 
 
IDS 602 Foreign Policy Analysis 
Exploration of various theories and approaches as tools for analyzing foreign policy, 
including its formation, implementation and impacts; theories and approaches will 
include realism, neo-realism, post-modernism, decision-making, game theory, 
systems analysis and integration theory. Case studies will be used extensively to show 
how various theories and approaches can be used in analyzing real-life foreign 
policies in various regions of the world so that students will gain analytical skills for 
practical use in their professional life. Students will gain practical skills in analyzing 
the impacts of the implementation of selected foreign policies, for example, the 
impacts of the establishment of free trade areas on the government and the private 
sector of Thailand. The course will additionally cover possible policy 
recommendations to alleviate adverse impacts. 
 
IDS 645 Human Rights and Transnational Social Issues 
Exploration of the key concepts in human rights law and procedures, for example, 
universality, rights versus responsibility, rights versus development, and economic 
and social rights. Examination of the roles of the United Nations and other key 
international, regional and national institutions, as well as non-governmental 
organizations, in protecting human rights. The course will also cover transnational 
social issues such as refugee crises, human trafficking, international crime and 
migrant labour, as well as international, regional and national efforts to address these 
issues. 
 
IDS 693 Seminar on Global Issues 
Events, trends and problems facing humanity in an increasingly interdependent world; 
political, economic, social and ecological concerns in the 21st century; alternative 
perspectives to interpreting and resolving global dilemmas 
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3. Program structure 
 
 

Year 1 
Plan A Plan B 

Semester 1 
 
IDS 603 International Politics and 
Security 
 
IDS 604 International Law and 
International Organizations 
 
IDS 605 International Economics and 
International Business 
 
IDS 609 ASEAN Integration 
 

Semester 1 
 
IDS 603 International Politics and 
Security 
 
IDS 604 International Law and 
International Organizations 
 
IDS 605 International Economics and 
International Business 
 
IDS 609 ASEAN Integration 
 

Semester 2 
 
IDS 606 Global Perspectives on Public 
Diplomacy          
 
IDS 607 Negotiations and Conflict 
Resolution 
 
IDS 608 Political Economy of Asia 

Semester 2 
 
IDS 606 Global Perspectives on Public 
Diplomacy 
 
IDS 607 Negotiations and Conflict 
Resolution 
 
IDS 608 Political Economy of Asia 
 

Year 2 
Plan A Plan B 

Semester 1 
              
IDS 661 Research Methodology 
 
IDS 699 Thesis 

Semester 1 
 
IDS 661 Research Methodology 
 
IDS 698 Independent Study 
 
IDS xxx elective course 
 

Semester 2 
 
Continue Thesis 

Semester 2 
 
Continue Independent Study 
 
IDS xxx elective course 
 
IDS xxx elective course 
 
IDS 697 Comprehensive Examination 
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4. Enrolment and GPA requirements 
 
Students must enroll before the beginning of each semester in accordance with the 
program structure. 
 
If students require further advice about which courses to take, they should contact the 
Head of Program.  
 
If students require assistance with the enrolment process, they should contact the IDIS 
office. 
 
To maintain their student status, all graduate students at Rangsit University must 
achieve a cumulative GPA of at least 2.75. Students who fail to do this will have their 
student status terminated. 
 
Following termination of their student status, students may continue their studies by 
re-enrolling under a new student ID. In such cases, students are permitted to transfer 
their previous grades for 4 courses, but those grades must be B or above. 
 
To graduate, students must achieve a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.  
 
5. Choice of study plans 
 
Generally, students who maintain high GPAs are advised to choose Study Plan A 
(Thesis), whereas students with lower but nevertheless satisfactory GPAs are advised 
to choose Study Plan B (Independent Study). 
 
Students may contact the Head of Program for advice at any time regarding this 
matter. 
 
Students will also be advised on which option to choose when taking IDS 661 
Research Methodology in year 2, semester 1. 
 
6. Thesis and Independent Study 
 
Research topics 
 
Students are required to develop their own research topics.  
 
Research topics must fall within a sub-field of diplomacy and international studies. 
Research topics that are considered insufficiently relevant to the degree program will 
not be permitted. 
 
Students are strongly advised to develop research topics in accordance with faculty 
members’ areas of expertise. It is therefore recommended that students contact 
potential supervisors to discuss their ideas and request advice.  
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Word lengths 
 
Thesis – approximately 30,000 words  
 
Independent Study – approximately 15,000 words 
 
Abstracts 
 
Thesis and Independent Study abstracts must be checked by Rangsit University’s 
English Language Centre (building 3). This will cost roughly 300-500 baht. 
 
Publication requirement 
 
To graduate, students must publish their Thesis or Independent Study as a paper. 
 
Students are advised to satisfy this requirement by presenting at Rangsit University’s 
International Conference and publishing their paper in the conference proceedings. 
The conference is usually held in May and the submission deadline is usually in late 
February. 
 
Students are allowed to present at, and publish in the proceedings of, a different 
international conference. 
 
Students close to completion at a time when they would have to wait many months to 
satisfy the publication requirement via Rangsit University’s International Conference 
can either wait or pursue a more convenient alternative. 
 
Students should not publish until they are close to completion, as discrepancies 
between the published paper and the Thesis/Independent Study may lead to 
examination problems. For this reason, students must have their supervisor’s approval 
to publish. 
 
Thesis/Independent Study titles and published paper titles must be identical. 
 
Submission of research proposals and supervisor selection 
 
Students must submit a draft of the introduction, literature review and methodology 
sections of their research document to the IDIS office. 
 
IDIS faculty members will then discuss and decide which faculty members are best 
qualified to advise which students. 
 
Students may state their preferred choice of supervisor in the submitted document. 
However, the final decision will be made by the faculty. 
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Examination 
 
Successful completion of Thesis and Independent Study are subject to passing an oral 
examination by an appointed committee. 
 
Thesis students must additionally have their research topic approved by an appointed 
committee. 
 
Thesis examination committees consist of one external examiner and two internal 
examiners (including the student’s supervisor). 
 
Independent Study examination committees consist of three internal examiners 
(including the student’s supervisor). 
 
Independent Study students must also pass IDS 697 Comprehensive Examination. 
 
7. English language requirements 
 
The Graduate School of Rangsit University requires applicants for master degree 
programs (instruction in English) to take English proficiency tests detailed as follows: 
 
1. All applicants are required to take the RSU2 Test organized by Rangsit English 
Language Institute (RELI). Applicants who have passed the test can submit their test 
scores to the Graduate School within the period specified in no.3; or those who have 
passed TOEFL, IELTS, TOEIC with required minimum scores can alternatively 
submit their score reports to the Graduate School within the period specified in no.3. 
 
2. Minimum score requirements 
 
2.1 Applicants obtaining RSU2 Test scores equivalent to CEFR Level B1 shall be 
admitted to the programs they have applied for and be exempted from taking a 
remedial English course. 
 
2.2 Applicants obtaining RSU2 Test scores lower than CEFR Level B1 shall be 
admitted to the programs they have applied for, but are required to take remedial 
English courses. Taking those courses, students are subject to payment of course fees 
which are as follows: 
 
2.2.1 Applicants obtaining RSU2 Test scores equivalent to CEFR Level A2 are 
required to enroll in and pass the remedial English course as specified below and are 
subject to payment of the total course fees of THB 18,000. 
 
ENL 513 English 3  
 
2.2.2 Applicants obtaining RSU2 Test scores lower than CEFR Level A2 are required 
to enroll in and pass three remedial English courses below and are subject to payment 
of the total course fees of THB 54,000. 
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ENL 511 English 1  
ENL 512 English 2  
ENL 513 English 3  
 
3. The results of the tests as specified in no. 1 shall be valid for two years from the test 
date as specified on the score report to the date of admission to the programs 
(instruction in English). 
 
8. Referencing and plagiarism 
 
Students should use APA style 6th edition for citations and references. 
 
Any coursework that involves plagiarism above a threshold of 15% will receive an 
automatic F grade (0 points). 
 
A Thesis or Independent Study involving plagiarism above a threshold of 15% must 
be revised until it is below the threshold. 
 
Turnitin software, as well as the ability of lecturers to manually detect and prove 
plagiarism be locating the relevant sources and comparing it against the student’s 
work, will be used to determine whether the 15% threshold has been exceeded. 
 
To avoid plagiarism, students must correctly incorporate sources into their work 
through properly cited and referenced paraphrases and quotations. Any students who 
require instruction on these techniques of academic writing should contact the Head 
of Program. 
 
9. Student trip financial support 
 
Non-scholarship students who have been enrolled for 1 year are eligible to receive 
financial support to participate in IDIS’s annual student trip. 


